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CONFIDENTIAL QUITO 9009 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, EC 

SUBJECT: RESIGNATION OF FOREIGN MINISTER PESANTES 
REF: QUITO 8650 

1 . THE GOE HAS ANNOUNCED ITS ACCEPTANCE OF THE RESIGNATION OF 
FOREIGN MINISTER ARMANDO PESANTES, WHO HAS SERVED IN THAT 
POSITION SINCE JANUARY OF THIS YEAR. ALTHOUGH NO REPLACEMENT 
HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED, CONSISTENT SPECULATION FROM KNOWLEDGEABLE 
QUARTERS INDICATES THAT FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER JORGE SALVADOR 
LARA WILL BE NAMED TO REPLACE PESANTES. 

2. THE PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF PESANTES' RESIGNATION CITES 
ROUTINE CAUSES, I.E.. MANDATORY RETIREMENT AGE. WHEN 
PESANTES ASSUMED THE POSITION EARLIER THIS YEAR IT WAS 
KNOWN THAT HE WOULD HAVE A LIMITED TENURE BECAUSE OF AGE. 
HOWEVER, RECENT DISENCHANTMENT WITH THE MINISTRY ON THE 
PART OF THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT BECAUSE OF CERTAIN VOTES 
IN THE U.N. (I.E., GUAM AND CHILE HUMAN RIGHTS) RAISES 

THE POSSIBILITY THAT PESANTES DEPARTED FOR SUBSTANTIVE 
REASONS. IN AN EARLIER DISCUSSION WITH THE AMBASSADOR. 

FOR INSTANCE, ADMIRAL POVEDA SAID THAT WHOEVER WAS RE- 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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PONSIBLE FOR THE ECUADOR VOTES AGAINST THE US ON THE GUAM 
QUESTION WOULD BE DISMISSED (SEE REFTEL). WHATEVER THE 
REASON FOR PESANTES' DEPARTURE, THERE HAS BEEN TO OUR 
KNOWLEDGE NO PUBLIC OR PRIVATE CONNECTION OF HIS RETIRE- 
MENT TO THE GUAM VOTE. THE ONLY STRONG PUBLIC CRITICISM 
OF THE MINISTRY LATELY HAS BEEN IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
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GOE POSITION ON THE U.N. CHILE HUMAN RIGHTS RESOLUTION. 

3. WE WILL FOLLOW UP WITH FULL BIO INFORMATION ON THE 
NEW MINISTER WHEN HE IS FORMALLY NAMED. 

BLOOMFIELD 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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